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Committee elections
Final reminder that the 

new Gardeners’ Club 
committee wi" be elected at 
the xxx meeting. PLease 
think about giving a little 
time to the Club and joining 
your fe"ow committee 
members to continue in 
developing what we do and 
how we do it. Any 
committee member wi" te" 
you what is involved,and you 
wi" need to fi" in a 
nomination &om which is 
available &om Audrey Fox 
on the plant sta" at our 
monthly meeting.

 ,-----

Number 60

The Notice Board

Spring is sooner recognized by plants than by men.

 Chinese Proverb



Meeting report: February 2009

Mary Comer
Note: April’s  speaker will be, speaking on 

     

We asked in the last issue if anyone had dealings with the “little gentleman in the black velvet 
waistcoat” that they would like to report for us. 
Rosemary Naylor says she has tried, in tandem with a neighbour whose garden is similarly trou-
bled, an electronic mole scarer. The moles are still happily in residence whilst the electronics whirr 
around them! She has also head that old -fashioned mothballs (napthalene) may work -has anyone 
tried them out? Ann Harroway has had advice from an expert-the mole catcher. She was advised 
on how to operate, and where to put, a mole trap, and it worked very quickly. Some good advice 
from a garden forum on mole traps goes as follows: leave the trap outside for a few days before 
using it and do not touch it with your hands or anything scented like new gloves or washed rags. 
Set the trap in a run BETWEEN two mole hills - carefully dig down until you expose the run. Place 
the trap so that it is in line with the run. Refit some turf back around the trap to block out the light. 
Check the traps every day, & if you have caught nothing within 3 days move the trap.
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hard to raise. Better to sow later 
when seeds germinate faster 
and soon catch up with their 
early-sown brethren. Recent re-
search suggests that pre-
soaking or even chitting pota-
toes & sweet peas is not always 
necessary, although I must say 
that I still prefer to chit or pre-
soak sweet pea seedlings, 
which I sow in the inner tubes of 
toilet rolls for less root distur-
bance when planting out. 
When you start getting the gar-
den into order, you may find 
that you have lost some plants 
on the borders of hardiness due 
to the very cold and wet Winter 
we have experienced; I think I 
have lost a cardoon in this way. 
Why not take the opportunity to 
buy something new from the 
Gardener’s Club plant stall this 
month? And if you are splitting 
plants up, bring some along to 
the next meeting and share our 
efforts with your fellow garden-
ers.

The March garden: tasks and 
ideas
Even the coldest, heaviest of clays 
should be beginning to warm up 
this month, unless we have a n 
especially wet and cold month. 
Whilst I do not suggest the old 
farmers’ trick of sitting on your 
vegetable garden soil with a bare 
behind to test for soil warmth, it 
might be worth covering a portion 
of the beds with cloches, or even 
just garden fleece, to warm the 
soil up before planting begins in 
earnest. I have found that the 
cheapest cloches (usually fleece 
in metal hoops) are not worth buy-
ing as they only last a season if 
that. The mesh type is better, and 
can be rolled up and put away in 
the Winter if necessary.  The 
longer, warmer days also make us 
want to get out and get on with 
sowing all the sorts of the seeds 
we have as soon as possible, but 
sowing too early unless you have 
a heated propagator or green-
house may lead to leggy, pale 
seedlings which are

Garden Portrait

Plant Profile: Primulas
The word primula  Latin, meaning first 
(prime), and is applied to flowers that are 
among the first to appear in Spring.
Primula is a genus of 400–500 species of 
low-growing plants in the family Primu-
laceae. They include primrose, auricula, 
cowslip and oxlip. Many species are grown 
for their ornamental flowers, and they are 
native to the temperate Northern Hemi-
sphere, south into tropical mountains in 
Ethiopia, Indonesia and New Guinea, and in 
temperate South America.
Perennial primulas bloom mostly during the 
spring, & their flowers can be purple, yellow, 
red, pink, or white. Generally, they prefer 
filtered sunlight and enjoy heavier soils 
which do not dry out. 

 Garden primroses are used as food plants by the 
caterpillars of some butterfly species, including the 
Duke of Burgundy, Setaceous Hebrew Character 
and Silver-ground Carpet moths. Our common 
primrose, primula vulgaris, flowers through the 
Winter in many gardens, and needs splitting up 
every 2 years to prevent overcrowding and loss of 
blooms. Many other garden primulas need the 
same treatment, although the daintier alpine varie-
ties, such as nana, may not need splitting up so of-
ten.

Primula obconica is a good variety for those with 
very small gardens, as they are best grown on a 
windowsill where they do very well if kept moist but 
not wet. Some people are sensitive to the hairs on 
their leaves and stems, so be very careful when 
handling them. 
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