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Editors’ Column

It looks as if winter is returning to the sort of season
many of us remember from our schooldays, when
the snow lay around for days, even weeks, and we
were all the more reliant on the kindness and care of
our friends and neighbours than we are used to be-
ing today. One of the truly good things about our
communities is that all of us know that if we are in
trouble, for reasons of bad weather or other prob-
lems, we can always call on a friend or neighbour
who will help us out, secure in the knowledge that
we would do the same for them should the occasion
arise. Many people living in towns and cities no
longer have this connection with their neighbours,
so let us all treasure what we have, and make sure
it continues by looking out for one another whilst the
cold spell lasts, and beyond.

One of the nicest things about snow is that we look
at the countryside afresh, seeing the vistas we take
rather for granted every day in a new light. In the
middle of winter that new light is especially wel-
come, a real relief from the grey days of late Janu-
ary. Birds, plants and animals are all waking up to
the call of spring, and once the cold has passed we
will enjoy the renewal of the countryside’s natural
cycle.

If you are a subscriber to LLINK;, your subscription
falls due now and you should find a reminder
attached to your copy of this magazine. Subscribers
are especially treasured by LLINK as they enable
us to spread the news of Llanfair and Lloyney out-
side the parish boundaries, so thank you to all of
you who subscribe, and we hope you continue to en-
joy reading LLINK this year.

Marilynw at the Ml Lloyney (528842)
Dawvid: at Melin-y-Grogue Cottage
(510672)
email: metippett@btinternet.com
djtoliman@btinternet.com

Own your share in the People's Castle

LLINK readers will know that last autumn an enthusiastic group
of local residents raised enough funds to buy Knucklas Castle
mound.

Now this historically important Teme Valley landmark is to be
brought back into public ownership for the first time in probably
thousands of years.

The ancient Knucklas Castle mound, its surrounding woodland and
two adjacent fields, will soon be under the guardianship of a new
and local owner, the Knucklas Castle Community Land Trust
(KCCLT) - one of a growing group of independent Trusts across
the Country established ‘for the benefit of the community'.

At the moment, a "shadow" board of directors is in place to go
through the detailed Trust registration process. This temporary
board consists of the Founder Members and others with special-
ist knowledge and experience.

Kevin Jones, acting Secretary of the Knucklas Castle CLT said,
"Once this process is complete, probably into March, we will have
a fun launch day and start inviting membership. Then we will have
a general meeting of the members and appoint a Board of Direc-
tors and of f we go"!

Knucklas Castle mound is a Cadw (Welsh for "keep" listed monu-
ment and so far, very little is known about its archaeology and
history. A full survey of the site is being planned and Sian Rees,
area inspector for Cadw, will be on top of the Castle mound,
making a special visit the day before Valentine's Day. Cadw gave
help to a Community Trust for the management of New Radnor
Motte and Bailey that has been a very successful project.

We'd love your help on this Project.

We are getting together a number of ‘activity groups’ and these
include: archaeology and history, growing (allotments etc. on the
fields), and woodland (nature reserve and conservation etc).
There are also new groups starting to cover such things as
publicity, fundraising, access and maintenance and the all impor-
tant business and financial planning.

All of these have only just started so now is the best time to
offer your help. You can get involved in anything and we would
love to hear of your ideas for activities so please email or call
Kevin Jones, acting Secretary, on 520266.
(KnucklasCastleCLT@gmail.com)

I Llanfair Wakes Meeting see page 4. I

The views expressed in the Newsletter
are not necessarily those of the Editors.
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ELECTRICITY POLES: A MESSAGE FROM LLANFAIR WATERDINE PARISH COUNCIL
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<Editors’ note. The LLINK website www.llink.org.uk has minutes from both Llanfair Waterdine and Beguildy
Council meetings. Go to Information—Councils. Also contacts for the MP and AM can be found under Informa-
tion—Elected Representatives>

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

£143 raised in Lloyney Inn Charity Pub Quiz
Twelve teams crammed themselves into the Lloyney Inn dining room on the 31st January to contest the
latest in the series of charity quizzes, this time in aid of The Samaritans.
With names ranging from The Baggies and Nice but Dim to On the Sofa, there was plenty of good
humoured and lively discussion before the winners emerged as The Allotmenteers, with The Midlanders
carrying home the booby prize. Thanks to all the teams who entered, and to Shirley and Tom for hosting
the event. The winners will set the next quiz, likely to be in the Autumn of this year, so watch out for
details.




SHROPSHIRE LINK BUSES
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Editors’ note: If you have used, or tried to use, this service we would be interested to hear from you, as this is a
new service and we worry that if it is not used it may in future be withdrawn from remote rural areas such as ours.
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FLICKS IN THE STICKS

The last film of the season is on Saturday, March 21st at 7.30pm in the Everest Hall. Easy Virtue is a witty period
piece to help us forget winter! | hope to continue Flicks next season, beginning in October, probably with Slumdog
Millionaire.

Thank you for all your support over this winter’s season when we did make a profit which helps to support the Hall.
If anyone has suggestions for future films please let me know. Anne Singleton.
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Shropshire Unitary Council - What does it mean for you?
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WAKES MEETING

On Thursday, February 26th at 7.30 pm in Everest Hall there will be a meeting to plan the next
Wakes in August. Everyone is welcome to come and bring ideas for the show, so please join
us and help make this a really good day out for all of us.

Derek Beavan.




Quiz Answers
1. Which American state was the first o make Christmas an official holiday? ALABAMA
2. What is the shape of the candy cane modelled after? A SHEPHERD'S CROOK
3. What was the name of the dog that belonged to the Grinch in Dr. Seuss' book How the Grinch Stole Christmas? MAX
4. Which star led the Three Kings to Jesus? STAR OF BETHLEHEM
5. What was the name of Scrooge's dead business partner in A Christmas Carof? JACOB MARLEY
6. Where did the real St. Nicholas live? IN TURKEY
7. What brought Frosty the Snowman to life? AN OLD SILK HAT
8. When you go a-wassailing, what is it that you are doing? IN TIMES PAST, VISITING OF NEIGHBOURS AND
REQUESTING DRINKS! ALSO IN SOME PARTS TOASTING APPLE TREES SO THEY BEAR WELL NEXT YEAR
9. In the film It's A Wonderful Life how do you know that an angel has received his wings? A BELL RINGS
10. Who was the author of A Christmas Carol? CHARLES DICKENS
11. What was pictured on the first stamp printed for the Christmas season? A ROSE
12. What was the poem commonly known as The Night Before Christmas originally titled?> A VISIT FROM ST NICHOLAS
13. Electric Christmas tree lights were first used in which year? 1895
14. At Christmas, it is customary to exchange kisses beneath a sprig of which plant? MISTLETOE
15. In Greek legend, creatures called kallikantzaroi played pranks at Christmas. How do you get rid of one
BURN SALT OR A SHOE—THE SMELL FRIGHTENED THEM OFF
16. Jolsveinar are part of an Icelandic Christmas. What are they? 13 GIFT BEARING TROLLS OR GOBLINS
17. The Messiah was first performed in 1742, but where? DUBLIN
18. The first commercially-produced Christmas card upset many people. Why was this? IT DEPICTED CHILDREN AS WELL
AS ADULTS DRINKING WINE
19. George V performed the first radio Christmas broadcast by a British monarch. Who wrote the speech?

RUDYARD KIPLING
20. The Urn of Fateis part of an Italian Christmas. What is it? IT IS AN ACTUAL URN CONTAINING PRESENTS
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TEME VALLEY GARDENERS’ CLUB

Club meetings are now back to “normal” as we return to our usual format of speaker and
then time to chat and exchange information with other club members. The speaker in
March will be Jim Almond on climbers & other favourite garden plants, followed in April by
® Christine Ffoulkes-Jones, a regular Chelsea exhibitor, on The Chelsea Challenge.

£ ¥ Speakers for the new year will be published in April when subscriptions are also due, and
at current prices, £6 buys you a whole year of meetings, visits to gardens locally, a regular
plant stall and seed exchange. In these difficult times, what better value could you find?!
More information on the Gardeners’ Cub from Avril Hoyle on 529244,




NATURE NOTES
Political correctness prompts caution; may one still refer to “four and twenty blackbirds baked in a pie”?

Or will the mere reference to one’s childhood rhyme stimulate the RSPB to blacklist me? One can envisage
such legislation requiring every Council in the land to - oy , B |

appoint yet another highly paid Director, overseeing a 2 N\ ﬂ P

vast team of investigators to stamp on any reported : w
utterances purporting to be Nursery Rhymes! With, R
inevitably, yet another excuse for Councils to stealthily
increase the Council Tax precept and further safeguard
their unsustainable, feather-bedded pension arrange-
ments at our not inconsiderable cost. In that event we
will all be further encouraged to surreptitiously whisper

“Sing a song of £thousands ...” rather than “a song of
sixpence!” ”|

Daft thoughts! Or maybe not so daft? But, nevertheless,

a topical lead-in to my recent blackbird observations. In

spite of a noticeable diminishing of the variety of birds in

my garden over recent years, a pair of blackbirds is in
permanent residence, the male consistently demonstrating an
aggressive reaction to any interloper. But both he and | were in for a surprise when the temperature and
snow fell around us. The bush telegraph, or whatever, indicating that sustenance was freely available at
Eagles Nest, resulted in a minor deluge of his friends and relations.

“Three, four and many more” (potentially, the first line of a new Nursery Rhyme?) hastened down the valley
to investigate. Eight, nine, ten — as each day passed an increase in the number. The maximum count at one
time so far reaching seventeen,; still short of four and twenty, but as the bush telegraph spreads the message
farther afield | may well be in a position to prepare “a dainty dish to set before the King ”

In spite of spending a great deal of time, camera in hand, the maximum digitised evidence on one frame is so
far only eight, principally due to the aggressive stance of the shocked permanent male resident. Unless he
calms down and spends less time chasing away the visitors, he will undoubtedly suffer a heart attack; how
then will the RSPB react? Peter Taylor.

FULL MOONS

Many moons ago a member of our community asked me for the names given to successive full moons. Of course
she knew harvest moon and hunter's moon, but what of the rest?

T thought I could find these easily enough as I had seen this list in one of my astronomical magazines, but which
one? I gave up the search after a while .They would have been the American versions anyway.

There is a problem though. The moon goes through its cycle in less than a calendar month. So, occasionally the
full moon occurs twice in the same month. In 2009 this happens in December. Full moon is forecast for Decem-
ber 2 at 7.30am and again on December 31 at 7.13pm. I could go on about the partial lunar eclipse on this second
date but will leave it for now.

So what do we call that very occasional second full moon? A blue moon!

But now I have a list as printed in The Guardian on 31st January 2009.

January: winter moon, wolf moon. February: snow moon, hunger moon. March: lantern moon, crow moon.
April: egg moon, planter's moon. May: flower moon, milk moon. June: rose moon, strawberry moon.

July: thunder moon, hay moon. August: grain moon, green corn moon. September: harvest moon, fruit moon.
October: hunter's moon, falling leaves moon. November: frosty moon, freezing moon. December: Christmas
moon, long hight moon. Rosemary Naylor.




LLANFAIR WATERDINE W.I NEWS

_ | 2008 was another very successful Christmas period for Llanfair Waterdine WI.

14 We had a change of format for our Christmas Crackers' concert when Mig Beavan and her Little Graig orchestra gave
| asuperb performance. The audience were full of praise for this group of talented musicians that come together and
practice regularly, with such polished and professional results, and we hope to see more of them in the future. The

=~ quizzes were a little different too and of course, our WI members couldn’t let the evening go by without showing that
we are still able to put on a performance!

firty [ he proceeds from the concert were to be divided between Hope House Children’s Hospice and WI funds. The
Hospice will shortly receive a substantial cheque which we know will be put to very good use.

Womens

We had some welcome support for our Carol Singing evening, when members were joined by David Tollman and Robert
Taylor. Our neighbours in the Parish welcomed us with their usual warm hospitality and we finished off at the Lloyney Inn
where the generous customers helped to swell the collection for Cancer Research. A cheque for £232 will be sent to this
popular charity, which is close to the hearts of so many in the Teme Valley.

Early in the New Year our annual Party was an opportunity for us to let our hair down and enjoy a good meal with the best of
company. This is always a fun evening and this year was no exception.

Unfortunately the elements were against us for our meeting in February, due to the snow and ice this had to be cancelled — a
great pity as we were all looking forward to hearing from Kate Morgan about the Benefits of Massage'but Kate has generously
offered to come at some other time- even at short notice.

Hopefully we will have better luck on 6™ March when John and Anne O’Connell, representatives from “Send a Cow to Africa
(Livestock for Life) charity will be the speakers. This is an Open meeting — you are invited to join us at 7.45pm.

On 3" of April our own WI Secretary, Judith Tollman, (following her recent trip to India) will be treating us to a taste of the
Orient with her Indian Cookery taster evening and talk about her daughter’'s Bombay Wedding.

An explanation of the work of the Red Cross in the community is the subject of the meeting of May 1% — this is another Open
meeting when visitors will be welcomed.

Our teams are now limbering up for the Powys Radnor W1 annual short mat bowls competition in early March We have had
some success in previous years but haven’t brought home the shield for a while. The annual County Quiz is another event
taking place in the Spring, and our team will soon be ‘swatting up’ on their W1 facts and figures.

Then it will be time for the County Show on Saturday 9" May—but there is much to be done before then. Barbara Carter.

The Llanfair Arts and Gardens Festival is being held on the weekend of the 26™, 27™ and 28™ June. It will
be launched on the Friday evening at 7.30pm with the opening of the art exhibition in the Everest Hall, an event
which will include music and refreshments. The painting and sculpture featured in the exhibition is wide-ranging: that
is, from representational to modern/abstract (with possibly a dash of the quirky thrown inl). And we are pleased to
show the work of two artists from "The Welsh Group” which, by the way, is celebrating its 60™ anniversary this
year. Watch this space for more details. All the art will be for sale. The art exhibition will be open from 2pm to 6pm
on Saturday and 9am to 6pm on Sunday

The gardens (at the moment round about a dozen) will be open on Saturday and Sunday afternoons from 2pm to 6pm.
The highlight of Saturday evening will be a “pig roast” (starting at 7pm) on the charity field, with entertainment
provided by the Llanfair Singers.

On Sunday morning there will be car boot sale from 9am to noon. (Stallholders from 8am - £5 a stall) The event will
finish on Sunday evening with Choral Evensong led by the Llanfair Singers.

Access to the art exhibition and the gardens will be through a brochure which will give information about all the
artists who are exhibiting and details and locations of the open gardens as well as information about other events
such as art and singing workshops. Separate tickets will be on sale for the pig roast. The brochure will be launched
at a Parish Breakfast to be held in the Everest Hall on the May Day Bank Holiday (May 4™) from 9.30am to 11.30am
and will be on sale from that date. Robert Taylor.




WHAT’S ON

Wednesday 4th March Grass Cutting Mary and Llewelyn Morgan

Coffee Morning Selley Hall 11.00am
Saturday 21st March Flicks Easy Virtue Everest Hall 7.30pm
Sunday 22nd March Mothering Sunday Service Church 11.00am
Wednesday 1st April Grass Cutting Anne Singleton

Coffee Morning Everest Hall 11.00am
Thursday 9th April Children’s Easter Workshop Everest Hall 2.00pm
Friday 10th April Good Friday Meditation with music from Bach’s

St Mathew’s and St John’s Passion performed

by the Llanfair Singers Church 6.30pm
Monday 4th May Parish Breakfast Everest Hall 9.30am
Wednesday 6th May Grass Cutting Jo Brick

Coffee Morning Knighton 11.00am
Saturday 24th May The Llanfair singers present St Edward’s Hall Knighton 3.00pm

Gilbert and Sullivan Concert
Monday 25th May Church Coffee Morning TBA 11.00am
Wednesday 3rd June Grass Cutting Joan Rhodes

Coffee Morning Dog Kennel Lane, Bucknell 11.00am
Saturday 6th June Llanfair Singers Concert Casco Church 7.30pm
Friday Saturday, Sunday 26th, 27th, 28th June Open Gardens and Arts Weekend

REGULAR EVENTS

Every Friday Yoga Everest Hall 9.45am
Contact lvy Stanton (520587) for more details
Every Friday Llanfair Singers Rehearsal Everest Hall 7.30pm

(except first Friday - check for venue)
Contact Jean Gardner (528521) for more details

1st Friday of the month Wi Everest Hall 7.30pm
Contact Judith Tollman (510672) for more details

2nd Monday of the month Teme Valley Gardening Club Knucklas 7.30pm
Contact Avril Hoyle (5292440) for more details

2nd Thursday of the month Book Club Various 2.30pm
Contact Helen Henchoz (520055) for more details

3rd Wednesday of the month Luncheon Club Everest Hall 12.30pm

Contact Ruth Davies (528592) for more details

4th Monday of the month Circle Dancing Everest Hall 7.00pm
Contact Doreen Hart (520561) for more details

For the latest update on What’s On check www.llink.org.uk Diary page.

YOGA-CISE
The Yoga Group continues to meet every week in Everest Hall, starting at 9.50am and continuing for about an hour and a
half. Yoga is the most regular of the many groups which meet in the Everest Hall, and we meet whatever the weather condi-
tions, bringing warm clothing to help us keep supple when the weather is at its coldest. Yoga-cise welcomes everyone, from
the oldest to the youngest, men and women, beginners and experienced, so why not come along and have a go? We have
spare mats and blocks available while you see if yoga suits you. All you need in the way of clothing is some loose, comfort-
able clothes (track suits are fine) and plenty of layers. If you would like to know more about what we do, contact Ivy Stanton,
group leader, on 520587.

Aalii Garden Services provides thorough year long garden maintenance
Contact Hannah Taylor 01547 529706
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