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It has been a very late spring this year, after a
very long winter, and | guess that many of you
are hoping that the flowers in your garden and
those in the countryside too hurry up and bring
us some much-needed colour after the bare-
ness of the early part of the year.

If you are a farmer or a gardener, you will also
be hoping that we get some warmth after that
useful steady, penetrating rain, to make every-
thing grow. Perhaps we shall have a good
summer this year to cheer us and let us enjoy
all the events such as the Arts Weekend, Parish
Breakfast, Duck Race and, of course the Wakes
that are being planned? Icelandic volcanoes
allowing, of course.

Talking of the Wakes in this edition of LL/INK
you will find the show schedules on the back
page, so do have a look and join in - Mary will
need | ots of entries t
get bored!

Thinking of all these events and all the hard
work by so many people that goes into making
them a success, maybe this is the place to say
thank you to all of you who help out, in whatever
capacity, in the community.

Together, we make this a good place to live.

Marilyn at The Mill (528842)
David at Melin -y-Grogue Cottage
(510672)

metippett@btinternet.com
djtollman@btinternet.com

The views expressed in the Newsletter
are not necessarily those of the Editors.
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MIDSUMMER
ARTS WEEKEND

26- 27 JUNE 2010
EVEREST HALL 10 6 5 PM ENTRANCE £2
* PAINTING *

* SCULPTURE *

* TINPLATE * COLLAGE *
REFRESHMENTS
plus
0OSONGS OF PRAI SEO
with the LLANFAIR SINGERS

ST MARY0S CHURCH SUNDAY 2

In aid of Church Funds, Macmillan and other charities

O ensure her judges donodt

To celebrate the life of Mary
Simmons a concert will take place
on Saturday 29th May from
2.30pm to 4.00pm in the Everest

Hall.

Afterwards tea will be served.
All are very welcome.

A Parish Breakfast will be held in the Everest Hall on
Saturday June 12th from 9.30am to 11.30am.
Tickets £3 (25p under12).

Come along, enjoy a full breakfast, good company anfd
learn more about the Art Festival at the end of June.
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Llanfair Wakes has been held
every August since 1954!
Come and enjoy a relaxing and
social day out at

LLANFAIR WAKES
Now in its 56th year!

St Maryods Spring Bank
Holiday Coffee Morning g e
will be held this year on
Monday May 31st 2010 atg~>
All an and Heff

home, Fair Field, Llanfair &
Waterdine at 11.00am.

S

Do come and join us for a cup of coffee, plants, cakes, br|ng
and buy, and, of course, a raffle, plus a chance to meet yp
a chat!

Tickets just £1.

Songs of PraiseWe are holding ouBongs of Prais&ervice
on Sunday, June 27th at 6.30pm when we will be joined Qyy
members of local churches and chapels to sing their/our fa-
vourite hymns. Enjoy a good sing, followed by light refresp-
ments.

Saturday 14th August,
2.30pm

Fantastic Craft Show

) Llanfair Lunch Club
Archery Demonstration and
_ Al The Lunch Club has now been running for four
Have- a go years, bringing together friends of all ages to chat
over a simple lunch. If you would like to join us on
the third Wednesday of every month at 12.30pm
till 2.00pm approximately you will be most
welcome.
For further information please contact Ruth

Davies on 528592.

Also traditional country entertainment:

Fancy Dress
Wakes Cakes stall
Local produce
Model Railway Exhibition

e RAINFORES
. ~ D) £ T
Childrends sp {1 s aEOUNDAﬂON&
bouncy CaStle SECURING LANDS, SUSTAINING LIVES
Teasandrefr_eShments LIlanfair Waterdine WI $u
on the field Group in the Peruvian Rainforest by collecting
the tokens found on all Taylors of Harrogate tea
What a great day out! and coffee products. If there are any LLINK

readers who buy Taylors tea and coffee and
would like to pass on their unwanted tokens we

(See back page for show classes) {
would be happy to send them on. Judith Tollman.

S

LLINK Calendar 2011 - what do you think?
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We know that many people enjoyed (and are still enjoying, we hope) the  LL/NK calendar for 2010. If we are to pro-
duce one for 2011, we would want to have it professionally printed this time, both to make it more substantial and
also to save Daviddés and Marilynés aching fingers and blra

This would mean a calendar cost of approximately £8, maybe more, and we need to know whether there would be
enough interest before we go ahead with the project. Please let David or Marilyn know your views - contact details
are on the front page of this edition of LLINK . If no -one talks to us we will assume that there is not enough inter-
est for us to proceed.




Gar dener sead, 2000e k

The Knighton and District Tourism Group is promoting a whole week-end of garden-themed events on
the late May Bank Holiday 2010.

Starting on Sunday afternoon, May 30th , there are seven Open Gardens to visit in the Upper Teme
Valley plus the community allotments at Knucklas, now in their second year. Lots to see from Felindre
down to Knucklas, so allow plenty of time, especially at Knucklas for tea and a chance to buy plants at
the plants stalll The admission price for all gardens is only £3, and admission is by programme
(purchased in advance please) from The Bookshop or the Tower House Gallery in Knighton, or the

Post Office in Beguildy. The Teme Vall ey <®@mraddg n e

will be supporting Knighton First Responders via admission sales. In the evening, there will be a
concert by local young musicians in Knighton to round off the day. Do support them if you can; who

knows, they may be the stars of tomorrowds cornce

Monday morning, May 31st , sees a garden-themed event at Aardvark Books in Brampton Bryan,
with new books at much reduced prices and older books also available. There will also be a French
flea market (brocante) on site. In the afternoon , from 2.00pm to 6.00pm, why not finish the day with
cream teas (and, we hope, music) in the garden at the Milebrook Country House Hotel near
Knighton? There will also be a plant stall at this event.

LLANFAIR SINGERS

Llanfair Singers have recorded a CD. The recording was made at Bleddfa Church just ¢
Easter, where the Singers were accompanied by Gavin Roberts, the organist of St Man
Parish Church, London, on the recently installed Compton organ. The Singers, under tF
conductor, Gr a h a m Requiewvand other wooks, thaudingpiacesbg &

Margaret Davis, Jean Gardner, Diana Had
Helen Henchoz, Val Owens, Jennifer Perry
and Becky Whitton, sopranos;

Chris Dodds, Doreen Hart, Carwen Maggs
and Joan Payne, altos;

and Robert Taylor, tenors;

and Peter Clements, Martyn Davies, Rick
Harrowing, Llewelyn Morgan and Graham
Trew, basses.

The CD will be on sale later in the year.

| . , ,
Jean'Gardne® Chris*Podds, Margaret Davis, ang
& Martyn Daw€s-under conductor, Graham Trew

in Llanfair Waterdine and can be contacted
telephoning the secretary, Jean Gardner, d
520521. New tenors and basses, who can

Anthony Dodds, Joe Holden, Richard Lewis

Llanfair Singers rehearse at the Everest Hall

Solos and duets were sung by Gwen Davigs,

ey,

by
n

memorise or read a part, are always Welcorne.




Such a | ong and

Nature Notes

¢ @l idnakes avean enore spexial the apearahce of new life as the days

lengthen and spring warms the air. Early signs of the change were clumps of snowdrops shining white in shady

pl aces, jackdaws flying

in close pairs, herons O6craakingb

of great spotted woodpeckers on trees carefully chosen for the ringing sound they could give. More than two drum-

ming together can produce a tune!

Other signs of unseen activity may be the chewed cores of fir cones and split hazel
shells where squirrels have been feeding or, occasionally along the river, an otter

Where Llanfair lanes run deep between high banks the signs of

busy animal life show clearly before the new growth sprouts high.

There are muddy trails climbing the banks where foxes and
badgers cross the road. Foxes sensibly going directly from one
side to the other while badgers that tend to trundle along the way
between entrance and exit are likely to meet with traffic and a
nasty end. ltdéds intriguing to
dead fern and hedge-roots, an intricate network of ways and
holes used by small mammals & their secluded A and B roads.

| imagine the hidden fear and fierceness that goes on between
predators and prey. Rabbits, voles, mice, weasels, stoats and
polecats perhaps all fighting their own corners. The dark shelters
are deep and worn smooth by frequent passage.

noti

gives signals of itds presence by | ea’ p
inclined to investigate them you can know that an otter is responsible by the sight

of fishy scales and bones and a not unpleasant sweetish smell! Wandering along-

side the river where there are no trei 0
floods have undercut and coll apsed t hi I
much the Teme naturally moves about over time. When our son was researching

for geography GCSE we examined old maps of the valley where the river ran quite

a different course in places and then we noticed those old meanders clearly

marked in the fields around us.

The grass is late getting going which is all right for people with lawns to mow but not such a good thing for those with

hungry animals to feed. Wild flowers are at last colouring the woods and hedgerows. Has the cold waiting made them
extra-abundant? Certainly the cowslips around the village lanes increase year by year. Blackthorn is such a lovely

sight as the delicate flowers burst from those tight little white balls of buds and primroses push into view all crumpled

at first |Iike emerging butterflyobés wings. The firda warm
little orange -tip and some very active peacocks chasing each other. | look forward to a wonderful mist of bluebells

joining the acid green of new beech leaves in Graig Wood. Walking up Black Hall lane one day we were closely

watched by a red kite that circled over us for a long time 8 was it curious about my rabbit-s i zed dog? | dond:
insult buzzards but they compare with kites |ike carthors

stretched finger-tipped wings the kite rode the wind with such agility and grace before gliding off over the hill. | wonder

where it will be nesting this year. Talking of nesting, instead of discarding hairy debris in the bin, why not throw such
stuff outside so that it may be useful for lining nests. Some feathers | shook out of an old cushion into the garden

disappeared quickly!

Phillipa Boast.



BOOK CLUB

Some members finished our March reBdssage to Junedwy Jonathan Raban, at the eleventh hour
and one literally slept on it. The book needs patiériceh e r e 6 s i bat hdwat rewarded uis!t

AProbably the best book I d6m going to read I
done the trip in the days of Captain Van, o
havendt guessed, the book is about a voyage
route of Captain Vancouver known as the Inside Passage. So far, solgddten it turns into some-
thing quite different as Raban realizes hebo
forcedtoree x ami ne per sonal relationships and t he
its fascinating references to eighteenth ce
or Rabandés own inner journey, or simply the
grabs you, it really doesn 0 PassagettotJeneds abodkianda h
half!

Most of wus, especially the women, stood fou
her absence and her epitaph for our April bddkijan Mole and the Weapons of Mass Destruciipn

Sue Townsend: AHow this woman has managed t
for it, |l jJjust dondét wunderstand! Superfic
nWel | |, I |l i ked it, o said David defiantly, f
mour . o0 Al anl ibkaedk eidt .hi m-sdisi Aunocy mmenpl| avesl
We conceded the political satire. Sue Townsend, for whom Blair, talking about the war on terror
l i ke Humpty Dumpty (fAa wor d me an sNupnhersTena satiria t
cal novel about a prime minister with a Sco
point is a good one. The seam has run out and the mine workings should be abandoned. My

personal feeling is that the Adrian Mole character worked at first because a certain nerdiness is tc
reasonably expected of ateenagerut of an adul t ? That s stre

Everyone, I't seems, enj @gseldiondghe first iMe ShdrdiakelseriesC
of tales. A new Shardlake mystery is about to hit the bestseller lists, which should mightily please
Kath, the history girl, David, who loved the descriptions of a brutal and physically uncompromising

Tudor London (il coul d smell it! o), and Mar
the series grows. Col i n De x tDesgolutionsral e tkirk sightly r
so: it 0 stolg evecativey histerecl Whodunit with some cunning twists and turns and load:

action and suspense. Just one thing: Rob doubts a certain beheading would be quite as clean as
i he thinks the head would have been a little more reluctant to part company with the body on the
goé. As we pondered the problem (swords ver

that), someone facetiously proposed a demonstration to settle the issue.. Mary Cornr

New members are always welcome in the Book Club. As you can see from the reviews we are a
fun group so dondt be plieraryenodgh. We take turnsndkmeetm vy
each otherodos homes on the second Thursday o
book, you can always be assured of delicious cakes and a cup of tea! Contact Helen Henchoz on
520055 for more information.



I think 1061l keep a
Those were the immortal words | uttered some 25 years

ago that led to the tears of joy and pain of keeping bees.

Just for the record you canot
den. A good strong hive of honey bees consists of around
some 50,000.

So why are they all the craze at the moment? Well, when |
started bees had no real enemy other than humans. Now
they have to fight against a little parasitic mite called

Varoa, they get a disease when they are in the grub stage
called foul brood and recently a worrying phenomenon called
Colony Collapse Disorder (CCD). Without going into too much
detail, if bees die of any disease or starvation they die in

their hive. There will always be some hundreds of bees left

in the hive even after a swarm but with CCD, overnight, all
the bees including the queen |
they appear to fly to a solitary death. This is unheard of and
to date there is no concrete reason.

On the bright side this
keeping bees. And already we have a small group of inter-
ested people in Llanfair who have got together with the
intention of becoming beekeepers this year. It can be quite
expensive (around £250 for basic equipment without any
bees!) to get started
time and a good hive can furnish you with 50 8 100lbs of
honey in a year.

I moved to this wonderful area of the country last June. We
drove through here and fell in love with it. The winter
before we came here | lost my bees. This is the first time |
have been O6beelessd in 25
cards it seemed sensible to wait until we arrived here
before doing anything to rectify my loss. On the day we
moved in | piled all the
empty bee hives on the
lawn. The following day
an unmistakable sound
was heard in the sky. If
you have ever witnessed
a swarm of bees it is
one of
able sights. The sky
turns black and the
noise is thrilling. |
watched in amazement as a swarm circled our garden and
then started dropping down towards my hives. Minutes later
they were clambering in their hundreds to get in the
entrance to one of my hives.

has re

but it d

natur e

frhis igya rake eceurgence. One hopes that it will

happen but more often than not they find a hole in

your wall or a rotten tree to build their new home!

We took this as an omen that we are meant to live

here and so é | now have be

6keep a few bees®d in your g
It has been a long hard winter and | have had to
feed the bees with a special feeder that goes in

the hive containing a strong sugar water solution.
They would not have had enough honey to see them
though this winter so this was essential. As a rule |
try to leave them with enough honey for the winter
months. After all, they work hard to collect it and |
think it wrong that we should take it all. Honey bees
need a temperature of 10 degrees to fly. (Bumble
bees fly at much lower temperatures), It was the
middle of March before | could look in the hive
properly, they were desperate for my feed and will
takettwo brimpre @Eints afyfeechdoveh inth the ldve  r
overnight.

et u

Now (as | write this) we are approaching May and

e hawe hagl d long dry gpdll ef iveathér. Thedeee st |
are strong, nectar is flowing and the queen is laying

eggs in abundance. If this weather holds | predict

some early swarms. If a swarm appears in your gar-

den it will be in one of two stages. The initial swarm

& genaraliytfairly cokeeo tlee hivelagdeonsisteofant o
football size mass of bees usually hanging from a

tree branch or on a fence p
and they will do you no harm.

Give me aring and | will come and take them away
for you. The second stage is when they leave this

y e a r $foothalushapets findha newohermee. Althispoiot jout h e

are probably too late to do much about it and the
bees could take up residence anywhere. If this
happens still give me a ring and | will see if it is

possible to remove them. P
them. Not only is that totally illegal but it is doing

nothing to help the bees.

61l f the bee disappeared off

the surface of the globe

then marewowddrokly have

four years of |ife
(Albert Einstein).

|l efto

Eric Martin.
(teI. 07833 191457 or 520569)



